
June 2019 

 

 CODSWALLOP! 
The Cranbrook Operatic & Dramatic Society Bi-Monthly Newsletter  

Arabian Nights 

Click above to jump to the article! 

Anna Karenina 

Notices 

Fiddler On 
the Roof 

Autumn and Christmas 
twenty Twenty 

Membership 
Fees 



Chairman’s Notes  
Anna Karenina 
Autumn and Christmas Twenty Twenty 
Fiddler On the Roof 
Business Manager and Show Recommendation Chair 
Jeremy Cartwright Sings 
Notices 
Membership Fees 
A Thankyou to Dinah 
Arabian Nights 
Officers of the Society 
The Back Page 

3 

4 

5 

6 - 7 

8 

9 

10 - 11 

12 

13 

14 - 16 

17 

Return to Front Page Page 2 

Contents 

CODS Facebook Group   

Contact Lee Hatcher   

Email: cods.secretary@gmail.com 

Tevye: A fiddler on the roof. Sounds crazy, no?  

CODS Website 

Contact Lee Hatcher 

Email:  cods.secretary@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cranbrookods/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cranbrookods/
mailto:cods.secretary@gmail.com
https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/
http://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/
mailto:cods.secretary@gmail.com


Return to Front Page 

Notes From Your Chairman 

Page 3 

Dear Luvvies, Techies and members, 

As we go to press, your new committee is preparing for the June committee meeting. 

We would like to welcome a new member in the form of Bryan Hurt who has been  

co-opted onto the committee - we look forward to working with you, Bryan. 

Please be aware that this year's Membership fees are due - you will find full details later in this issue.  

Our Spring Play, Anna Karenina, was a huge success - the acting, the effects, the staging, the music all  

received great reviews and all in all we should be very proud of Jo and her team for producing such an  

excellent piece of theatre. I hope you all managed to see it - you missed a treat if you didn’t.  There is a 

NODA review later in CODSWallop.   

Summer is with us and rehearsals for our Autumn Musical, 'Fiddler on the Roof' are underway.  Heather 

has cast the show and the Flishinghurst gang are already building the set.  Any help with construction and 

painting on a Friday morning would be much appreciated.   Please get in touch with Maurice or Hatch if 

you are interested in going along - 01580 713887 or cods.secretary@gmail.com. 

The Christmas Panto is still work in progress and we are waiting to confirm details.  We will let you know 

all about it as soon as we can. 

We are very excited about the CODS' 100th Anniversary Year in 2020. 

Arabian Nights will be our celebratory centenary Summer production.  This will be directed by Jo Reader 

and will be a stunning show full of Eastern promise.  Details later in CW. 

We hope to recieve pitches for the Autumn Musical 2020 (by 11th June) and for the 2020 Christmas 

Panto (before September). 

Other events for 2020 will include a New Year's Eve Party - keep the evening free for a jolly launch of our 

centenary year!   

There will be a Members Meal in February, a Spring concert of Songs from 100 Years of Our Shows 

a Summer Picnic and another Party to finish off the year. More details of these events will be published as 

soon as they are confirmed. 

On another topic, any help for the Queen's Hall working parties on 6/7 July or 7/8 Sept would be  

appreciated.  We will be doing simple work; painting the stage, fixing the curtains and generally tidying up. 

Further details later in the newsletter. 

Lots and lots in which you can all get involved.  Please support the society in all these events and let's 

make the upcoming future of CODS exciting, inclusive, full of fun and success! 

Annie x 

mailto:cods.secretary@gmail.com
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Anna Karenina 
 

 
 

 

CODS 
Leo Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina 
Queen’s Hall Theatre, Cranbrook 
Director: Jo Reader 
Saturday 13

th
 April 2019 

A welcome hello from Annie Hatcher, who together with talented Ruth and Glen Roberts composed arranged and  
performed wonderful Russian inspired music, which included some items from Rachmaninov, Mendelssohn and Cesar 
Cui underscoring the play – most appropriate. Enjoyable inclusion of singing and dance throughout the play was an 
added feature. 

This was a brave choice by the Society, but a dream for Jo Reader Director, with her excellent cast she succeeded in 
pulling off a masterpiece of Russian literature adapted into the stage play ‘Anna Karenina’. It’s an amazingly difficult, 
long and complicated plot that I’m still not certain I fully understand.  It was indeed thought provoking, painful,  
seductive, dividing rich and poor, happy, sad, cruel – in fact, expressing all of life’s complexities really. I did question the 
necessity of such an explicit love scene, although beautifully choreographed, considering the length and intensity of the 
piece, not only for the actors but the audience too.  Of course, Tolstoy is renown for long!  

I liked the starkness of the open stage with Lenin lying reading as a silhouette – black flats decorated with white, well 
used to lean upon, and the two moveable sets of steps which rolled beautifully, twisting and fixed. The actors performed 
slick scene changes working quietly and quickly turning and securing the two sets of steps. They gave angles and height  
- finished with an impressive black star sparkling backdrop.  Clever use of separation,  and the use of dry ice making us 
believe we were at a railway station for example, excellent.   We could visualise the contrast changes from opulent city 
life to rural country peasant life throughout. 

A particularly versatile company of actors gave stark reminders of our fragility and exposing us to many emotions.  At 
times you might have heard a pin drop in the auditorium. Making her debut with CODS, Anna was played by Victoria 
Jones who had a huge amount of script to deliver and this she did with great understanding opposite the challenging role 
of Levin, admirably played by James Harper. The progression of the real love of and final tradegy of Anna’s life was 
really captured by Simon Tomlinson as Vronsky. Alison Witney-Harrison portrayed the lovely character of Dolly,  
totally devoted to her extravagant womaniser husband Stiva - giving us a lighter touch of comedy, beautifully portrayed 
by James Hannaway. All came well for Kitty in the end and Katie Kember delightfully performed her first play with the 
society. Other members of the cast took on various personas and interpreted them with aplomb.  The stunning costumes 
were provided once again by Sharon Pickles and Rita Wilkins and were most in keeping for the region, the climate,  
partying and in the field.  Make up was ensured as correct for the era by Penny Tobin who was also responsible for the 
accuracy and timing of the many sound effects.  Jo’s  use of movement and singing was interesting, different and the cast 
were well co-ordinated in for example swinging their scythes, lifting their teacups. The lighting design by the team of 
four was atmospheric throughout and the SMs Andrew White and Victoria King ran a tight ship.  So many involved in 
taking this production through from Director to Ticket Sales, you must all be congratulated for your  hard work. 
Thankyou. 
 
 
A precis will appear on the NODA website shortly. 
 
Anne Lawson 
Regional Representative 
NODA SE 
District 3 

National Operatic and Dramatic Association 

 

Tel 01733 374 790 Fax 01733 237 286 Email info@noda.org.uk Web www.noda.org.uk 

 

 

Patrons: The Lord Lloyd Webber and Connie Fisher 

mailto:info@noda.org.uk
http://www.noda.org.uk/
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Autumn and Christmas Twenty Twenty 
Elsewhere in this newsletter there are details of our first confirmed production for 

our Centenary year - Arabian Nights, directed by Jo Reader. 

We are also seeking pitches for the rest of 2020. 

 

The committee would like to see pitches for the Autumn 2020 slot at the June 14th 

committee meeting. Any interested directors should download the pitching  

guidelines from https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/members-only (password  

available from CODS.secretary@gmail.com upon request) and send the form along 

with any supporting information to CODS.secretary@gmail.com by Tuesday 11th 

June. 

 

We are also seeking pitches for the Christmas 2020 show. Please send any pitches 

ASAP and certainly in time and ready for the September committee meeting. 

 

Also, anyone interested in helping to organise, or take part in a February concert in 

2020 should get in touch ASAP. 

 

If you are interested in pitching or helping with, any of the above, or if you’d like to 

pitch for shows for any other future slots, please look at the information at 

https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/members-only and contact any one on the  

committee if you need any further information.  

https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/members-only
mailto:CODS.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:CODS.secretary@gmail.com
https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/members-only
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Fiddler on the Roof 
Thank you again to everyone who auditioned for Fiddler on the Roof. The standard was extremely high and the team 

and I really appreciated all your hard work in preparing for it. 

It was a long afternoon so thank you for your patience, too. 

Please see below the full cast list. We're so sorry to anyone who is disappointed. There are a few new members, and 

returning members, hello to all of those! 

 

Looking forward to working with you all on a fantastic show.  

Best wishes from Heather x 

Tevye   Robin Harrison 

Golde                                                 Kathy Gibbs 

Tzeitel                                                    Samantha Tomlinson 

Hodel                                                  Monika Green 

Chava                                                    Katie Kember 

Schprintze                                        Flora Wynn-Carter 

Bielke                                                  Lucinda Hurt 

Yente                                                  Gillian Davis 

Motel                                                  Mark Jeffrey 

Perchik                                                  Simon Tomlinson 

Fyedka & Russian soloist                      Max Chesters 

Lazar Wolf                                             Andy Fairweather 

Grandma Tzeitel                                   Wendy Thomas 

Fruma-Sarah                                        Alison Withey-Harrison 

Mordcha (innkeeper)                            Michael Fitzpatrick 

Avram                                                   John Wright 

Constable                                             Colin Barnes 

Rabbi                                                    Geoff King 

Mendel                                                  James Harper 

The Fiddler                                            Sarah Hutchings 

  

  

Ensemble; 

Kay Fitzgerald, Evie Wilson, Karen Kember, Debbie Knight, Val King, Monique Syred, Sarah Hutchings, Roy Barclay, 

Henry Fillmore, Alan Wilson, Raife Withey-Harrison 

  

Minor roles, Russian soldiers etc will be selected during rehearsals. 

 

For more information please contact the director, Heather Barnes, on heatherkemeys@outlook.com  

or the Production Secretary, Dinah Chamberlin, on d.chamberlin20@btinternet.com  

or the Honorary Secretary on CODS.secretary@gmail.com  

mailto:heatherkemeys@outlook.com
mailto:d.chamberlin20@btinternet.com
mailto:CODS.secretary@gmail.com
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CODS – Business Manager and Chairman of the Show Recommendation 
Committee  
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The CODS AGM held in March filled the roles of eleven of the thirteen potential members of the  

Executive Committee. I have been requested to advise you of the ramifications of this situation and 

how your Executive Committee has decided to act in light of the circumstances. 

The full Executive Committee of CODS constitutes eight Officers and five Members. 

Clause 22d) of the CODS constitution addresses the Annual General Meeting and includes the  

requirement that ‘If all the before-mentioned [Executive Committee] positions are not filled at such 

Meeting or any casual vacancy thereafter occur, the same will be filled by the remaining members 

of the Executive Committee. 

The Executive Committee met on 19th April 2019 with ten of the eleven elected members present. 

The committee debated the ramifications arising from the failure to secure the Executive Committee 

roles of Chairman of the Show Recommendation Committee and Business Manager.  

The Executive Committee agreed: 

to share and fulfil the functions of the Business Manager from amongst the members of the  

Executive Committee and  

to absorb the functions of the Chairman of the Show Recommendation Committee as a body and 

accordingly to perform the functions of the Show Recommendation Committee with the eleven 

elected Executive Committee members. Additional Executive Committee meetings will be held  

during the year with the sole function of choosing the works to be performed by the society. 

For reference, please see below for the applicable text drawn from the CODS Constitution. 

22. Annual General Meeting  

Nominations for election to the Executive Committee must be made by members of the Society in 

writing and must be in the hands of the Secretary at least 14 days before the Annual General  

Meeting.  Any such nominations received less than 14 days before the Annual General Meeting will 

only be accepted for positions for which insufficient names of candidates have, until then, been put 

forward. Should nominations exceed vacancies, election will be by ballot. If all the  

before-mentioned positions are not filled at such Meeting or any casual vacancy thereafter occur, 

the same will be filled by the remaining members of the Executive Committee.  

29. Selection of Works 

The Show Selection Committee will report to the Executive Committee their recommendations for 

the works to be performed by the Society, the Directors and the Musical Directors. The Executive 

Committee will make the final selection of the works to be produced; the Directors and Musical  

Directors and will determine the dates of the productions.  

Best wishes  

Guy Fillmore - CODS Vice Chairman 



Return to Front Page 
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Notices 
CODSWALLOP Schedule  

We release the newsletter bi-monthly in February, April, June, August,  

October and December. All articles need to be submitted by the third  

Friday of the month before publication, keeping them concise (under two 

pages). Any article received after this will go into the next issue.  

 

Flishinghurst Help 

CODS relies on a few long standing members to build the scenery for all of 

our shows, at all times of year, in all kinds of weather. They work really hard and are all past re-

tirement age. They need much more help and we need other people to learn how to build sets 

for us. They currently work on Fridays but with enough help they could work on other days also. 

Can you help?  

Without these chaps our scenery wouldn’t exist, or it would be very expensive! Let us know if you 

can help and when you can help. CODS.secretary@gmail.com  

 

Social Events 

With the advent of the new committee year and the forthcoming centenary year, we would  

welcome new suggestions from members for the CODS social calendar. Please contact CODS  

Social Secretary, Jane Hurt, with any of your suggestions & ideas.  Jane.hurt@btinternet.com 

 

Royal British Legion Cranbrook 

I have received a letter from the Royal British Legion which reads as follows.  

Help needed; the Cranbrook Royal British Legion Branch is in danger of closure!  

We write to tell you that the Cranbrook Branch of the Royal British Legion is in danger of 

having to close and we ask for your help. 

We need to recruit new members. Our website - https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/ tells you a  

little about us and we would be grateful if you would have a look and tell others who might be 

interested. The Branch was formed in 1926 and we want to make sure it can celebrate its  

Centenary in just seven years’ time. 

For more information about the Cranbrook Branch please contact me, telephone 01580 714035 

or email t.nicholson@btinternet.com, or you can contact the Royal British Legion direct about 

Registered Charity No 1105153 
Affiliated to the National 

Operatic & Dramatic Association  
and Kent Drama Association 

mailto:CODS.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:Jane.hurt@btinternet.com
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
mailto:t.nicholson@btinternet.com
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Membership on 0808 802 8080. You do not have to have served in the Armed Forces to be a 

member. 

We are having a recruitment event in Church House, by St Dunstan’s Church Cranbrook, on  

Tuesday 18 June, at 6.30pm. You will be very welcome. Please spread the word. Yours Sincerely, 

Tim Nicholson, Branch Honorary Secretary.  

 

From Angela 

As I have stepped down as chairwoman of the show selection committee, I would like to say a 

very big thank you to those members who have given of their time, experience and enthusiasm 

during the selection process over the last few years. They are Rachel, Mat, Jack, James, Dinah, Val, 

Lou, Vicky, Sharon and Jo, whose collective input was invaluable. Please forgive me if I have 

missed out a name, which is wholly unintentional.  

Some of the shows the committee have recommended to the executive over the years are;   

Calendar Girls, A Streetcar Named Desire, Shorts, The Producers, Wind in the Willows, Cards on 

the Table, High Society, Gypsy, Peter Panto, A Chorus of Disapproval, Scrooge, The Real Inspector 

Hound, Guys and Dolls; last years pantomime Cinderella, which made record breaking profits for 

the society; this years play Anna Karenina; and we extend a very warm welcome to Heather 

Barnes, an experienced director, who will be producing Fiddler on the Roof for autumn ‘19.  

Thank you all very much indeed, Angela. x  

 

Queens Hall Theatre Work Parties 

CODS have offered to help with working parties to do some simple work on the fabric of 

the Queen’s Hall. Kester Hulland-Rumley who now runs the theatre has given us dates of 6/7 July 

and 7/8 September. Get in touch with Hatch (CODS.secretary@gmail.com) to let him know you 

can help. Put the dates in your diaries.  

 

 

 

mailto:CODS.secretary@gmail.com
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Membership Fees Due! 

It’s that time of year again, I’m afraid! It was agreed at the AGM that 

membership fees would remain unchanged for the coming year. These 

are; 

Full Member   £40 annual or £3.34 monthly 

Concession or Junior  £20 annual or £1.67 monthly 

Juvenile    £10 annual or £0.84 monthly 

Mailing list Only  £10 annual or £0.84 monthly 

Membership is due for the whole year, from 1st April 2019 to 31st March 

2020, whether you are making one payment or paying monthly. 

If you have a regular standing order in place, then you don’t need to do 

anything. Otherwise please make payments via your online or telephone 

banking to; 

Cranbrook Operatic & Dramatic Society 

NatWest Bank, High Street, Cranbrook, Kent TN17 3EJ 

Account No: 30096669 Sort Code: 60-06-18  

or by cheque payable to Cranbrook Operatic and Dramatic Society 

posted to: CODS Honorary Secretary, Ashleigh, The Hill, Cranbrook, Kent 

TN17 3AD 

  

Membership forms are only required if you didn’t complete one in 

2018/2019 or if you have changed any contact details. Download  

Membership and Standing Order forms and the Privacy Notice from - 

https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/membership-forms or contact Hatch 

https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/membership-forms
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 It is 65 years ago this May that the young Dinah Chamberlin and her parents 

joined C.O.D.S. Her mother and father were business people in Cranbrook, and 

new to the area, so it was “a very good way of getting to know other people”.    

In those days, the shows were in the Vestry Hall  before the big move to The 

Queens Hall Theatre. Dinah directed “The Mikado”, the last musical to be  

performed by CODS in the Vestry Hall, and she then directed the first musical for 

CODS at The Queens Hall Theatre in 1977, “The Merry Widow”. The same team 

worked on both productions to ensure a smooth transfer.  

She has also worked in many areas backstage - costume, prompt, props etc, been 

in numerous shows, “Stepping Out” and “Steel Magnolias” to name but two. Her 

artistic talent and hard work merited a City and Guilds in interior design a few 

years ago, so she is an asset when designing sets. She has not only directed for 

C.O.D.S. but for other societies too. When Dinah directed Bernard Shaws 

‘Pygmalion’, Michelle Sandys playing Eliza Doolittle,  was awarded ‘best actress’ by 

the KDA.   

Most recently she designed the set for ‘The Real Inspector Hound’ and the  

Christmas production of ‘Cinderella’.  She has many other interests which keep her 

very busy. Dinah has a plethora of terrific one liners which she attributes to her  

fathers down to earth sense of humour.  

Dinah we thank you, for the many years you have worked hard for and been  

associated with CODS.  

Angela Woodcock 
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Arabian Nights adapted by Dominic Cooke  

Original music score by Gary Yershon 

Directed by Jo Reader 

Summer 2020 – dates and venue to be confirmed. 

I am very excited to be directing this magical play for CODS in our centenary year. 

Arabian Nights gets to the heart of why theatre exists. It celebrates the art of storytelling 

which started with early civilisation and continues to be a key part of how we explore 

what it is to be human. The stories told draw on different cultures yet they are universal. 

It demonstrates how stories can open discussion, implement change and open our eyes 

to other possibilities and other ways of looking at the world. It is celebratory, optimistic 

and shows how theatre can be transformative.   

This adaptation of Arabian Nights is an enchanting family show full of magic, colour, 

music, dance, energy and audience participation. Using a number of different theatrical 

styles it engages the power of the imagination and is a feast for the senses. There is ad-

venture, horror, humour, tears and pathos with an ending which acknowledges the pow-

er of love and forgiveness and the possibility for change. 

Plot – It is wedding night in the palace of King Shahrayar. By morning, the new Queen 

Shahrazad is to be put to death like all the young brides before her. But she has one gift 

that could save her – the gift of storytelling. The play is a series of stories punctuated by 

scenes which show the development of their relationship and the King’s eventual 

change. It is a tale of love, forgiveness, rebirth, making amends, an end to suffering and 

man’s ability to turn away from darkness and walk towards the light. 

Style – Storytelling and the power of the imagination. Each story is told in a different 

style including slapstick, physical theatre, puppetry, models, masks and use of props to 

create settings. There will be live music to help create atmosphere and enhance the dra-

ma. Minimum 9 actors but I will probably use about 18 as there are 70 characters. 

2020 is a special year for CODS and this play is a perfect way to bring together a com-

munity in order to celebrate the past and look forward to the future.  

Jo Reader 
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President   

Vice Presidents              

 Bernard Beardsmore 

Pam Baker, Jeremy Cartwright, Dinah Chamberlin,  

Peter Gray, Alan Hodge, George Hudson,  

Peggy Latter, Alan Pickett, Dennis Russell,  

John Tapper, Maurice Wilkins, Ian Wookey 

Marian Cumberland, Rita Wilkins 

Executive Committee 
Chairman 

Vice Chairman 

Hon. Secretary 

Board Secretary 

Treasurer 

Social Secretary 

Committee Members 

 

 

  
Annie Hatcher 

Guy Fillmore 

Lee Hatcher 

Alison Withey-Harrison 

Glyn Roberts 

Jane Hurt 

Maurice Wilkins, Bryan Hurt, 

Karen Kember, Penny Tobin 

  

 

 

Officials of the Society 
Hall Manager 

Orchestral Secretary 

Wardrobe Mistress 

Properties Master 

Front of House Manager 

Newsletter and Programme Editor 

Hon. Auditors  

  
Maurice Wilkins 

Ruth Roberts 

Rita Wilkins 

Lee Hatcher 

John Tapper 

Lee Hatcher 

Messrs McCabe, Ford and Williams 

Contact details for the committee are  

available via :- 

Website - cranbrookods.org.uk/committee 

Email - CODS.secretary@gmail.com 

Telephone - 01580 388716 

https://www.cranbrookods.org.uk/committee
mailto:CODS.secretary@gmail.com


Any questions about what you have read? Please 

contact your CODSWALLOP Editor Lee Hatcher:  

tel: 01580 388716  

or email:  cods.newsletter@gmail.com 

If you have any news, views, or ideas as to what 

YOU want to see in CODSWALLOP, let me know! 

The Back 
Page 

Deadline for copy for next edition: 

Friday 19th July 2019 
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Photo DVDs of “Anna Karenina” are available for the low price of £5!  

Contact Guy Fillmore guyfillmore@hotmail.com - all proceeds to CODS. 

mailto:cods.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:guyfillmore@hotmail.com

