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NOTES FROM YOUR 

CHAIRMAN 

Dear fellow members,  

It has been another busy two months since the last Codswallop ! 

 

Almost a day or two after our Audition Notices had been published for The Sound Of Music, we received  

notification that we would not be able to perform the show in view of yet another unexpected London re-run this 

summer !  Fortunately Pat was still determined to direct a musical for us this Autumn and the ever-popular musical 

of "Oliver", by Lionel Bart, was quickly selected.  The Auditions generated some tremendous performances and 

details of our sterling cast can be found inside.  Whereas our tills will not be alive with The Sound Of Music this 

year, we can consider ourselves fortunate to be performing this great show instead.  Our successful cast we be 

preparing for the forthcoming rehearsals, which will be starting shortly, though we still need a rehearsal pianist, so 

please please can you all consider if you can either help in any way, or suggest someone whom you think could 

help us...we need your input ! 

  

Between now and the start of these rehearsals we will see the culmination and performances of our ambitious  

Cranbrook Shorts event and from seeing several of the short plays in rehearsal, our new directors should be feeling 

very proud of their efforts.  Ticket sales via our new online booking service are flowing successfully and we 

hope many members, friends and their families will support the performances on 29th June, this promises to be a 

great evening out.   

 

Our Christmas Pantomime has also been selected, this will be Snow White, to be directed by Jack Davidson.  Details 

of the forthcoming Auditions are enclosed....see you there ?  I do hope so, there are plenty of good parts up for 

grabs and a splendid time is guaranteed for all.  

 

Aside from our Productions this year, the Committee have looked in detail at our current marketing and publicity 

arrangements and decided that a dedicated Sub Committee needs to formed to deal with this important  

area.  Alison has kindly agreed to chair this Sub Committee and I am pleased to report that several members have 

also offered to assist with marketing and publicity, which represents a healthy sign for the Society.  Similarly, the 

members of the Show Selection Sub Committee have also been working hard during the last two months, and  

consideration is now being given to planning our Productions for the the next two years.  Your suggestions are 

always welcome and if you wish to discuss these at any time, the Sub Committee will be pleased to hear from you. 

 

In addition to all the above, we are looking to co-opt a member onto the Committee, have a day out on a golf 

course somewhere soon and possibly demonstrate our Shakespearean skills to audiences in Stratford in 1 -2 years 

time.  Full details of these opportunities can be found inside. 

 

I look forward to seeing you all at the Shorts event on 29th June, and thank you all for the continuing support that 

you show for the Society.  

Andrew 

Tel 01424 718328 

E Mail  supertr@mp7902.wanadoo.co.uk  CODS Website 

If anyone would like anything 

put onto the CODS website 

please contact Matt at 

m.g.barker@talk21.com or call 

07872557446, Thanks. 
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“Acting is the most minor of gifts and not a very high-class way to 

earn a living. After all, Shirley Temple could do it at the age of 

four.” - Katherine Hepburn 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cranbrookods/
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mailto:supertr@mp7902.wanadoo.co.uk
mailto:m.g.barker@talk21.com
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Snow White 

A typical British panto, bound up in a fast pace, driven along by a comedy duo of narrators who are an act in themselves, great 

opportunities both for the cast to sparkle, with a very well drawn characters, and for the audience to join in. This retelling of the 

old favourite has all the ingredients we expect from Snow White but with hilarious new twists. 

 

Director - Jack Davidson, Production Assistant - Andrew White, Stage Manager - Maurice Wilkins, Wardrobe - Rita Wilkins 

Musical Director - Kevin Deacon  

 

We are looking for a choreographer, set designer, props master, sound recorders / operators and lighting designers / operators 

and can provide training and support for anyone willing to take the lead in these important areas....can YOU help ?  

 

Read though/ help night -  A Read-Through of parts of the Pantomime will take place in the Performing Arts Centre on  

Thursday 4th July at 7.30pm.  Anyone who wants a read of the script in advance of the read through should be able to find this 

on the Lazy Bees website, and anyone already cast in Oliver who also wishes to be in the Pantomime is encouraged to read the 

script on the website rather than miss their rehearsal on 4th July to attend the read through.  

 

Auditions - Sunday 14th July, at the Performing Arts Centre, between 10am - 1pm inclusive.  Anyone already cast in Oliver 

who also wishes to be in the Pantomime is encouraged to attend this Audition, in order to avoid unnecessary disruption to their 

Oliver rehearsal the following night. 

                   - Monday 15th July, at the Old Music Room, Queens Hall, from 730pm onwards.  This Audition is primarily for  

anyone who is not already cast in Oliver.  

 

Rehearsals  

In September and October, we hope to hold 1-2 rehearsals a week (probably Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings ) at a 

venue in Staplehurst and Church House respectively, with a complete break during the week of the run of "Oliver".  It will not be 

necessary for all the cast of Snow White to attend all of these rehearsals, they are intended to provide familiarisation to the main 

rehearsals, which will commence once "Oliver" has ended. 

  

After the "Oliver" run has ended in early November, rehearsals will be on Monday evenings in Queens Hall and Thursday evenings 

in the Performing Arts Centre, with some Sunday afternoons in December.   

  

A full rehearsal schedule will be prepared and issued shortly after the cast list is announced. 

CAST 

Snow White   Female  Typical panto princess, sings, dances and acts . Age 16-30  

Narrator 1 & 2 Female The sisters grim, comedy parts. Narrates panto in their own unique 

 way.  Acts with song or two. Age 25 plus 

Queen Olivia  Female. Snow white’s mum, kind hearted lady. Age 40 plus  

Dame Ploppy Male/Female.  Panto Dame, usual fun and frolics, sings, acts and dances in a Dame 

 Like Fashion.  Age 16 plus. 

Fairy Nuff   Female. Talented ditzy fairy 16 plus. 

Fairy Liquid   Female.  Wise fairy 25 plus.  

Fairy Cake  Female.  Youngest of all the fairies 12 plus. 

Muddles   Male. Lovable comedy character, in love with snow white.  

 Sings dances and acts . Age 16-30. 

Wicked Witch  Female Wicked witch from wizard of oz, arrives in the wrong panto and is 

 not happy! Sings dances and acts is a witchy way. 25 plus 

King Barry  Male Resembles Barry White. Married to Queen Nefaria. Acts. Age 40 plus. 

Queen Nefaria Female Snow Whites wicked step mother, plots her way to be the most 

 beautiful person in pantoland. Sings acts and dances. Age 25 plus. 

Squelch    Male/Female Queen Nefaria’s side kick, not the sharpest tool in the box. 16 plus. 

Magic Mirror   Font of all Knowledge, witty. Acts. Adult or child. 

Prince George  Male/Female Prince Charming, Snow Whites  love interest sings, dances and acts. 

 Ages 16-30. 

Prince Harry   Male Comedy Part, thinks he hip and cool but is far from it. Acts and sings. Age  

   16 plus 

Jack   Male/Female Valet to the two princes Acts, sing and dances.  Ages 16 plus. 

Huntsman   Male He’s a huntsman! Acts. Age 16 plus. 

Enchanted Trees 1,2 and 3  Singing dancing trees. All ages  

Dwarves  Male/Female Nursy, jolly, sniffly, bothered, grouchy, dozy,lazy. Sing dances and 

 acts. All ages. 

King Richard  Male Ruler of the land. Masterful man. Acts. Ages 35 plus. 
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Oliver - Audition Results 

Thank you to all who came to audition. We had an amazing turnout with several people auditioning for most parts We heard nine 

Nancys and most of them could have done it beautifully. That applied to most parts. We could have cast the show several times 

over. That is good for the health of the Society but not for those turned down. I know how disappointed you must be but I  

promise it will be a fun show .  

 

The first rehearsal for adults, which will take the form of a sing through of the whole show, will be July 1st in the Queen’s Hall. We 

will be doing mostly music during July but will send out a schedule before we start 

 

First rehearsal for children will be Monday June 24th 6--7.30 p.m. in The Old Gym. This will be a get to know us, sing-along with 

the C.D evening. Then every Monday in July at that time and every Thursday in July from 7--8.30 in the Performing Arts Centre 

We break for August and start again in September. 

Two parts are currently uncast, but we hope to fill these two roles very shortly. 

 

Cast 

 

Widow Corney  Annie Chesters 

Mr Bumble                                           T.B.A 

Mr Sowerberry        Matthew Barker 

Mrs Sowerberry              Brenda Driscoll 

Charlotte                Charlotte Mullis 

Noah              Charlie Barnett 

Fagin       Robin Harrison 

Sykes        T.B.A 

Nancy        Rachel Croft-Golding 

Bet       Steph Beeken 

Dodger           Keir Roberts/William Venner 

Charlie Bates ( Dodger’s ‘sidekick’)    Max Chesters/ Charles Griffen 

Oliver          Henry Fillmore/Samuel Pope 

Who Will Buy Soloists   Shirley Staddon, Freya Dawes, Charlotte Fillmore, Alan Hodge 

Mr Brownlow           Geoff King 

Dr Grimwig             Roy Barclay 

Chairman in Pub                                      James Dawes 

 

The parts of Mrs Bedwin, Old Sally and Old Lady will be auditioned at early rehearsals. 

 

Children’s Chorus 

 

Small parts …Bookseller’s assistant, solo singing and acting lines etc , will be chosen once we start and older ones will be in some 

of the grown-up scenes. Oliver and Charlie Bates will be in the workhouse scene and all children in the Thieves Kitchen. 

 

Matilda Dawes, Grace Ridley, Sasha Angell, Arwen Withy Harrison, Freya Hunter, Eloise Quitmann, Charley Etteridge, Billy Honess,           

LilyRose Hancock, Oliver Page, Pip Ross 

 

Adult Chorus 

 

Dancers, workhouse assistants, Bow street runners, bookseller, other venders,  night watchman, soldier and towns people. 

  

Emma Hancock, Sarah Hutchings, Becca Mullins, Debbie Knight, Jane Watkins, Tammy Blunt, Joanne Reader, James Hammond, 

Megan Hollands, Liz Hawker, Vicky Bray, Annie Oulton 

 

All small parts, including the Sowerberry team, chairman etc will be in the big chorus scenes either as dancers or other small parts 

or crowd. There are several very small speaking parts. 

 

 

 

Pat Smith ( Director ) 

Andrew White ( Chairman )                                      
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Publicity 

Publicity Sub - Committee..........Can  YOU Help ? 
  

Last month, the Committee took a detailed look at the ways in which our Productions have been marketed and  

publicised, as well as resources within the Society.  We also consulted many of our Directors of recent Productions, 

to obtain their views regarding their experiences of our marketing and publicity, together with its effectiveness. 

  

Having regard to the above, it was clear to the Committee that a more strategic and concentrated approach needed  

to be given to all our Productions, from the outset, in order that we can attract the best sized audiences to our  

Productions.  Whereas all members should naturally take an interest in contributing to the marketing and publicity 

to our Productions, this is somewhat haphazard at present, and improvements need to be made if we are to attract 

the best sized audiences possible, which are essential for everyone involved in our Productions as well as the Society 

itself.  

  

The Committee have therefore decided to set up a Publicity Sub - Committee, under the leadership of Alison  

Withey - Harrison.  Several members of the Committee have also decided to be represented on the Sub  

Committee, which in turn will devise and implement an individual marketing plan for each of our  

Productions.  Named representatives will also be appointed for each individual Production, with responsibility for 

communicating with Directors and taking the lead for all marketing activities within pre-arranged timescales, to  

ensure that publicity is carried out effectively, with a view to swelling our houses as best as possible.  

  

It is hoped that 1-2 members will also join the Sub Committee and make an effective contribution to the important 

role of this new group.  Whereas many tried and tested methods will be implemented for all our Productions, it is 

possible that such  

members may be able to identify new marketing and publicity methods and/or inject some fresh ideas, which could 

introduce our Productions to new audiences. 

  

The first Production that the Sub Committee will be working on will be our Autumn Musical, "Oliver", and whereas 

we anticipate this Production should normally generate good audiences, we wish to do our best to ensure that this 

event attracts as large an audience as possible, with substantial ticket sales before First Night.  

  

If anyone wishes to join this Sub Committee,  please can they either contact Alison ( e-mail awh@thompsons.co.uk ) 

or me ( tel 01424 718328, e-mail supertr@mp7902.wanadoo.co.uk ).  We anticipate a marketing plan for our  

Production of "Oliver" will start to be drawn up shortly, so please can anyone wishing to join the Sub Committee 

please register their interest as soon as possible.  This is your opportunity to help make a substantial contribution to 

the success of our forthcoming Productions.  

  

Thank you for reading this message; Alison and I look forward to hearing from you !  

  

Andrew  

mailto:awh@thompsons.co.uk
mailto:supertr@mp7902.wanadoo.co.uk
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Flapper 

    CALLING ALL ACTORS SINGERS 
AND DANCERS! 

    

     Wadhurst Dramatic Club proudly presents: 
 

                
 

A bubbly, fun, feel-good musical for the whole family and we invite you to join in! There are 
lots of parts for all aspiring actors, singers and dancers aged late teens and upwards (no 
upper age limit!) So, do you fancy being a flapper, pilot, gangster, society maid, conman or 
maybe even a flagpole sitter to name just a few of the parts on offer? Or perhaps you 
would like to be in the chorus?  

 

If so, why not come along and find out all about the show & the auditioning process at our 
get together on Sunday 7th July, 2.30pm in the Commemoration Hall, Wadhurst (auditions 

Sunday 21st July, same place, same time). 

 

We have a live band lined up (still looking for a banjo player – know anyone?) & the show 
dates are 17th – 25th January 2014.  Rehearsals start 2nd September. 

 

For more information please contact Kay Sasada (director) on 01580 200943 or Robin Hare 
(musical director) on 01580 201388.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Produced by special arrangement with Pioneer Drama Service, Inc., Englewood, Colorado, USA 
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Notices 

Spring Play 2013  
We are pleased to announce that our Spring Production for April 2014 will be the classic  

Tennessee Williams play "A Streetcar named Desire", to be directed Louisa Nelson Chambers.  

This will represent a challenging Production for the Society and we would hope that as many 

members as possible will become involved in the Production and/or support it.  Full details of 

the Production and Auditions will follow within forthcoming issues of Codswallop. 

We Need Rehearsal Pianists for "Oliver"!  
Our rehearsals for "Oliver" will be starting on 1st July and our super cast will be looking  

forward to performing many of the well known musical numbers with lots of enthusiasm!   

 

However, we are still in need of a rehearsal -pianist and if someone cannot be found shortly, 

this could have a detrimental affect on progress of rehearsals. We are in need of someone, or 

perhaps a few individuals, who could cover our rehearsals for 2 nights a week in July and  

September, with some Sunday afternoons in October.   

 

If you can help in any way, or know someone somewhere who would be able to help, please 

can you let Pat ( 01580 830857 ) or Andrew ( 01424 718328 ) know as soon as possible!  We 

need your help! 

 

Subscriptions 2013/14 

As agreed at the AGM, annual subscriptions for membership of the Society for the forthcoming 

year remain unchanged, though they will be payable on 1st April.  Unless you pay by direct 

debit or standing order, please can all members arrange to send their cheques payable to 

CODS to our Secretary, Jackie Barker, at the following address:- 

53 Linden Road, Coxheath, Maidstone, Kent  ME17 4QS 

The subscription rates are as follows:- 

Patron  £30 

Full Member          £20 

Student                  £5 

Juniors                   £1 

Mailing List only   £1 

 

Additional donations to the Society are also most welcome!    Thank You! 
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Notices 

Society Golf Day ?  

It has been noted that several members of the Society regularly enjoy a round of golf.  With 

this in mind, it has been suggested that such members may wish to get together for a round or 

two, with a game of golf between, within the near future when hopefully the sun will be 

out.  This event could also be opened up to to any members friends who may wish to join in 

the fun.  Anyone interested in organising such a Golf Day should contact Andrew in the first 

instance.  

Cranbrook Carnival - Sunday 30th June 
CODS are taking part in a walking float on Sunday 30th June as part of Cranbrook Family Fun 

Day. If you would like to take part please come along dressed as any character from ‘Oliver’ or 

‘Snow White’. Please meet in the CO-OP car park for 11.15am at the latest. The Parade starts at 

11.30am. Thanks, Alison Withey-Harrison.  

 

Vacancy on the Executive Committee 
We regret to announce that Debbie Knight has recently had to step down from the Executive 

Committee.  We would like to thank Debbie for making many valid contributions to the role of 

the Committee since March 2012.  

  

This now creates a vacancy on the Committee, and we wish to co-opt a member onto the 

Committee until the AGM in March next year.  This will involve attending one Committee 

Meeting a month, contributing to debates regarding all Society matters, helping drive though 

actions decided upon, taking the lead on occasions and working to deadlines.  An essential but 

rewarding experience!  

  

Anyone wishing to be co opted onto the Committee should register their interest via our  

Secretary, Jackie Barker (tel 01622 749762 or 07590 218524, e-mail j.i.barker@hotmail.co.uk) by 

no later than Sunday 7th July 2013.  We would hope that our co opted member will be able to 

join the Committee shortly thereafter.  

 

Oliver! Childrens’ Chorus 
Any children who missed the Oliver auditions and are interested in becoming part of the cast 

of this show are invited to come along to the first rehearsal. This is on Monday 24th June at 

6pm in the Old Gym. 

mailto:j.i.barker@hotmail.co.uk
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Is this a CODS Performance in Stratford I see before me ?  

 

Back in April 2010, the Society entered the world of Shakespeare with its "Not 

Strictly Shakespeare" Production, featuring music, dance and drama and a good 

time was had by all.  We now have an opportunity to perform a similar event, or 

even a full Shakespeare play, between April 2014 and April 2015, and possibly take 

it up to Stratford in July 2015 and perform it on the RSC stages!  

 

The RSC are currently promoting Sakespeare for non - professional Societies via 

their Open Stages promotion, and are looking for up to 100 Societies to perform a 

Shakespeare related event, of their own choice, with full support from the RSC via 

regular Workshops at regional theatres, the first of these being 28 - 29  

September.  Any Production must promote Shakespeare in some shape or form 

between April 2014 and April 2015, with selected Productions being performed at 

Stratford a few months later, as part of the RSC's promotion of Shakespeare by 

non professional Societies.  We feel this could be both a great opportunity for the 

Society and a fantastic experience for all those involved!  

 

However, before we all start looking out our suitcases and route maps for a jolly 

few days in Warwickshire, we need to find a Director with the drive to put on such 

a Production, as well as a Production itself, and apply for this to the RSC by no  

later than 15th August.  If we are selected for the event, we could perform our  

Production between Spring 2014 to Spring 2015 as part of our Programme (see 

separate article within this issue of Codswallop) or possibly consider it as a "stand 

alone event".   

 

Full details details of the RSC Open Stages promotion are available from Andrew, 

and if anyone is willing to consider directing such an event, of their own choice, 

please can they contact Andrew ( 01424 718328 ) as soon as possible ( preferably 

before the next Committee meeting on 9th July ) in order that the necessary  

application can be made before 15th August.   
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CODS Programme of Events - Summer 2014 to Christmas 2015  

  

As previously mentioned within this issue of Codswallop, our Spring play for 2014 will be 

" A Streetcar named Desire", by Tennessee Williams, to be directed by Louisa Nelson 

Chambers.  

Turning to the future, we wish to start planning for the next two years, and  

indications of Productions you would like to see and or offers of direction are now open 

to all members for consideration.  At present, the possible Production's look as follows:- 

Summer 2014 - ?  

Autumn 2014 - a Musical, to be directed by Annie Chesters.  We shall announce precisely 

which Musical within the next few months. 

Christmas 2014 - ? 

Spring Play 2015 - ? 

Summer 2015 - ? 

Autumn Musical 2015 - ? 

Christmas 2015 - ? 

Can YOU help to fill in the blanks ?  Any suggestions will be considered by our Show Se-

lection Committee and anyone wishing to discuss any ideas with this Committee should 

contact Angela (01580 712175 ) in the first instance. We are open to all suggestions and 

hopefully, within the forthcoming months, we hope to assemble a varied and interesting 

Programme, which will present us with a few challenges to overcome, offer great enter-

tainment to our audiences and take us into the future.  We will look to balance our re-

sources as carefully as possible and, at the same time, ensure that there are plentiful op-

portunities for all members to participate in all areas of our Productions.  Where possible, 

we will be looking to announce our selected Productions, in chronological order, within 

the forthcoming months.  

I am happy to collate any possible suggestions for all Productions and submit these to 

Show Selection Committee, for consideration, and I look forward to  

hearing from you.  

Andrew  

Tel 01424 718328 

E-Mail:  supertr@mp7902.wanadoo.co.uk 



 
Any questions about what you have read? Please contact your 

Codswallop Editor Lee Hatcher: tel: 07539 460571   
or email:  leedavehatcher@facebook.com 

 
If you have any news, views, or ideas as to what YOU want to see in 

Codswallop, let me know! 

WANTED / FOR SALE 

Do you have anything you wish to sell that might be of interest to other members?  Are you  looking to buy something that another 
member might be wanting to sell?  Do you have an event, an occasion, or a notice you’d like your fellow members to be aware of?  If 

so, for a small donation of £2 per entry, you can ADVERTISE YOUR GOODS OR “WANTS” in Codswallop.  To advertise in the next 
edition, or for further details, please contact me using the details at top of this page.   

The Executive Editor Ponders…. 

Transcribed, EXACTLY, from a conversation with Sir 

Charlie - AS PER INSTRUCTIONS! 

‘What! What are you saying? Speak up, don’t 

mumble - that won’t get you very far in the  

theatre. Anyway, make sure you get all of this, 

they’ll love this. 

‘Today, dear reader, I want to tell you about one of 

my best performances. Of course, you may say 

that it would be very difficult to pick out any  

performance as ‘The Best’ as they are all  

magnificent. I wouldn’t expect you to understand, 

the subtleties, the nuances - they can only be truly 

appreciated by, well, me! 

‘It was, I think, 2005 or 2006, when, purely as a favour to a dear friend (I forget their name) I was forced back onto 

the stage to save the production, and the day, once again! It was Wizard of Oz!, a story about a young dog who is 

dragged around Kansas on the end of a piece of rope. The indignity! Chased by old women on bicycles, farmers 

with ‘implements’ and a little girlie who wants him on a rope, he is forced to take shelter in a rickety wooden 

house, only to be followed by his nemesis ‘Dorothy’. 

‘Dorothy takes our hero away on a ‘trip’ to some kind of psychedelic land, supposedly over the rainbow, but I’ve 

always felt it looked a bit like Milton Keynes. I won’t bore you with the whole story, besides anything else the boy 

here has interrupted my afternoon nap, once again. Suffice to say, our hero ultimately sacrifices himself to escape 

this drug addled haze of a place (perhaps one of the Medway towns?) only to find himself imprisoned once again 

in the desolate empty ‘Kansas’. What’s that you say, boy? My best moment as Toto? The sausage, my lad, definitely 

the sausage! 

‘Is it time for my hot chocolate my lad? Jolly good. Tell them, next time, I might muster the where-with-all to tell 

them about my tussles with the bard. Shakespeare boy - for goodness sake. Stop with your microphoney  

doo-hickey and get me my choc………!’  

 

 

 

Charlie Knight (Sir) B.A. DO.g. Ar.F. g.RR.  

Deadline for copy for next edition: Friday 16th August 2013 

mailto:leedavehatcher@facebook.com

